






l 

Page 4•Govemor-Friday, February 26, 1993 

• 

01S 
Students give reasons 
for risky business 

by Cammy Clark 

The word daredevil has been used 
many times to describe the common 
teenager, probably because of the 
amazing number of risks that teenag­
ers take everyday. Is it the age? some­
thing in their young blood? mere stu­
pidity? 

According to a Governor poll, 
today's teenagers are playing with 
fire. 45 percent are sexually active 
and 8 percent don't use any protection 
against sexually transmitted diseases 
and pregnancy. 

"I think sexeducationis a big MUST 
in this school. Obviously teenage preg­
nancy rates have steadily increased 
at Riggs in the past years. Not only is 
it sad, it's also frustrating because it 
is so preventable. People need to be 
better educated about these things," 
said senior Sandi Hanson. 

Teenage drinking and driving is 
another issue that the poll addressed. 
72 percent of Riggs students have 
been in a vehicle where the driver was 
intoxicated, and 38 percent have 
driven while intoxicated. 

"I seriously think that if there was 
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anything at all for a person to do in 
this town, there wouldn't be nearly as 
much drinking going on," said junior 
Dejae Mikkelsen. 

Students agree that most teenager's 
hunger for excitement can be satis­
fied by a risk that might put their life 
in jeopardy, including everything from 
jumping off the train bridge to driving 
drunk and experimenting with sex. 

"I think that teenagers are dare­
devils simply because they like to show 
off and have a lot of fun," said sopho­
more Mike Anderson. 

"Peer pressure is a big part of it; 
students really feel the need to fit in," 
said junior Wendy Birhanzel. 

Often the fearless escapades of stu­
dents result in damag� to merchan­
dise, damage to personal property, 
unwanted accidents, diseases, and 
pregnancies. The students are affected 
by the outcome of their adventure, 
but does the punishment fit the crime? 
Student opinions are varied. 

"Sometimes I think the punishment 
fits the crime, but a lot of times a kid 
will get in trouble, pay his or her fine, 
and go right out and do the same thing 
again," said Birhanzel. 

Although taking risks is a tempt-
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ing way of relieving the stress of those 
teenage lives, it can be avoided or 
maybe just outgrown. 

"It was a lot harder to resist taking 
risks in junior high because down 
there everyone wants to be a part of 41 

the crowd, and no one is much of an 
individual," said Birhanzel. 

As for the teenagers of tomorrow, 
Riggs stud en ts feel that the risks teen­
agers take will only increase in dan­
ger as time goes on. 

''The future will probably hold a 
greater risk of AIDS and a higher 
suicide rate. I'm sure that as teenag­
ers mature they will realize that they 
don't have to be like everyone else and 
maybe think twice about their ac­
tions," said Birhanzel. 

''The problems in the future wilJ 
probably involve a lot of drugs and 
weapons. It's a problem in the big 
cities right now; it's only a matter of 
time until it reaches the small towns," 
said Anderson. 

"I think that discipline will be a big 
problem in the future because right 
now teenagers think they can do what­
ever they want and don't really care 
what adults say," saidjuniorJon Boer. Experimenting with alcohol and cigarettes are two 
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On to state: Governors hope to finish in top ten 
by Jen Hauschild 

The Pierre Governor Wrestlers 
pulled out a third place finish at this 
years regional meet in Todd County. 

The regional winner last Saturday 
was Winner and Mitchell placed sec­
ond. 

"It was mainly a triangular region," 
said Coach Myron Bryant. "The re­
gion is clear dominated by the two AA 
schools." 

Pierre placed twelve out of thirteen 
wrestlers who will advance to the state 
meet. 

"I was pleased with the results of 
the regional meet, but there were a 
few disappointments. Overall, we 
wrestled well," said Bryant. 

Regional champions from Pierre 
are seniors Levi Hillmer, Chris Stotts, 
and Ryan Noyes. 

Wrestlers finishing second are 
freshman Torry Zeller, sophomore 
Eric Sprinkle, and junior Eric Tobin. 

Third place finishers are eighth 
grader Toby Bryant, sophomore J a­
son Robinson, and juniors Joe 
Gunderson, Mike Haas, and Jason 

Lady Gov natters stay 
positive for regional meet 

by Jen Hauschild 

The Pierre Lady Govs Volleyball 
team will host the Region II volleyball 
meet tomorrow. 

The Lady Govs have to contend 
with Huron, Aberdeen, and Mitchell. 
All three teams placed in the top four 
at the district meet. 

''They're the toughest teams in the 
state," said Head Coach Jamie Breske. 

To be able to advance to the state 
meet, a team must place in the top two 

positions. 
Pierre ended up eighth seed after 

the district meet on February 20 in 
Brandon Valley. 

''We played well in Brandon Val­
ley," said Breske. "Our first game was 
against Mitchell and well did quite 
well. They ended up beating us, but 
they are ranked first in the state." 

"I feel we could make it to state," 
said Breske. ''We have a few nagging 
shoulder injuries dragging us down, 
but we just need to stay positive." 

I've got it! .. .Junior Jen Schlekeway bumps the ball during volleyball practice. (photo 
by Stacie Suedkamp) 

Irion. 
This years State Wrestling Tour­

nament will be held at the Barnett 
Center in Aberdeen this Friday and 
Saturday. 

"A realistic goal for the tourna­
ment is to place about five or six 
wrestlers," said Bryant. "We have the 
talent and we have a shot to place a 
few wrestlers. I'll be disappointed if 
we don't have any wrestlers place. Of 
course, we would like the seniors to 
come out with medals and a few un­
derclassmen, too." 

Milbank is favored to win the state 
tournament this year with Watertown 
and Huron coming in second and third. 

"We hope to place in the top ten, but 
anything can happen," said Bryant. 
"There's a good balance of teams that 
could finish fourth through tenth 
place. Anyone could win." 

''We need an outstanding perfor­
mances this weekend to do well," said 
Bryant. "We have to do better than we 
did last weekend.We just need to pick 
up the intensity level a bit and if that 
happens, we'll have great success." 




